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Gentlemen, | 


[ - uſual for the Printing of a Ser- 


mon, to plead the Importunity of 
ſome or other, as if that muſt atone (| 

for all its Weakneſſes and Defefts. | 
I wave this as an old faſhion'd Apo- | 
ogy and out of Date. | 


Beſpdes 


Ee. — 
- , 


— 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Beſides, I would not be ſo Unkind 
to my Country-Men, - if |I were guilty of 
a Fault, to, make them Acceſſaries, and 
draw. them into. a Participation of my Wn 
Guilt. hos ES 4 

I am _wery well ſatisfied no Man þ 
can think Meaner .of this Undertaking Wl bi 
i than he who undertook it ;- and if I bave f 
done neither Honour nor Service to your | 
Native Conntry, yet I meant ſo well, and 
intended it, 1 would certainly bave done 


| 

it if I could. 1am, 
|  " GENTLEMEN, 
| 

| 


Your Obliged Servant 


and Country-Man 


” 


THro. Waits,” 


Ps a 1m Ixxxvit. 5, 6. 


Aud of Zion 'it ſhall be ſaid, This 62 
that man was born in her, and the moſt 


High ſball eſtabliſh ber. 


[be :Lord ſball count it whtn be writes 


up the people, that this man Was born 
in ber. 


7 E arc herc afſembPd this Day, 
as for other good Ends and 


Purpoſes, ſo to celebrate the 
Country and Place of our Birth. 

The Hiſtorian, indeed, when he deſcribes 
any Place or Province, entertains us with 
the Commodiouſneſs of the Situation, the 
Wweetncſs of the Air, the Temperature of 
the Chme, the Fertility of the . Soil, the 
Varicty and Abundance of all Things for 
the Neceſſities and Convemiency of | Hu- 
mane Lite : But it looks Foreign to the Of- 
hce of a Preacher, © who conſiders not fo 
much the good Qualitics of a Place as 
the 
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Verſe 2. 


Verſe 3. 


Pſal.122.1. 


the People ; the Picty and Prudence, th 
Truth and "Honeſty, | the Moderation an 
Peaccableneſs, rhe Charity and Uſefulncds « 


thoſe that were born. there. 


' The Holy Writer of this Pſalm, whenc 
I have borrow'dmy Text, gives a highand 
honourable Character of Zion upon bott 
Accounts, as well for the Excellency of thi 
Place, as the Natives allo. 


Firſt, She 1s extoll'd for her great Forc 
and; impregnable Strength 53 Her Foundatic 


3 n the holy Mountains. 


Her Et Hg likewiſe was ſo ſweet anc 
inviting , that the Almighty ſeems pleas' 
with the Proſpe&t; tor, 7he. Lord lovet 


the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings 


of Zacob. 
Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, thou Ci 


ty of God. 
She is call'd, The houſe of the Lord, the 


132-5, 14 place of hisreft ; the habitation of the Might 


Pſal. 48. 2. 


God of Jacob ; the city of the great King; 
and, the j joy of the whole Earth.” 


Glo- 


at the Warwick-ſhire'F eaſt. 


Glorious are theſe Sayings, but great- 
&, if poſſible, is that ſaid of her in my 
Text ; That ſhe was the Birth-place of 
Faints, and the Children of God ; For of 
Zion it ſhall be ſaid, This and that man was 
born in her, and the moſt High ſhall eſtabliſh 


her. 


Theſe Words, I confeſs, properly and 
ltcrally ſpeaking, deſcribe Zion, not for 
te Nation or City of the Natural, but 
Wthe Place of a Spiritual Birth, where many 
vere born to God, and made his Childrcn 
by Adoption and Grace. 

This the torcgoing Words fully prove, 
there it's ſaid, I'/] make mention of Rahab 
hd Babylon to them that know me ; Behold 
Whilitia and Tyre, with Ethiopia: This man 
ras born there ; That 1s, It ſhall be \ poke to 
he Honour of theſe Barbarous Nations, 
tho were Alicns to: the Hebrew Common- 
*Micalch; without the Covenant, without the 
ly romiſe, and without God in the World ; 
7 ;Mihat now they arc incorporated in the 
church, made Natives of Zion, Fellow- 
B Citizens 


0- 
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Citizens with the Saints, and of the Hou. 
hold of God. 

It's uſual we may obſerve in ſacred Scri- 
pture, to mention with Reſpect - the very 
Place and Inſtruments of a Man's Conver- 
ſion to God - from an cyil Courſe of Life, 
nay, it is ſo Natural, that we can't but 
think well of thoſe who have been Inſtru- 
mental ro our Spiritual Good, ſo kind and 
Civil tro our Souls, as to reduce them from 
Error and Ignorance, Popular Miſtakes, 
and Prejudice to the Knowledge of God, 
and Eſtabhſhment 1n the Truth. 

St. Paul ſpeaks great things of thoſe In- 
ſtrumegts by whoſe Mwmiſtry ſome were 
born mto the Heavenly Life 4 How beauti- 
ful 'are the Feet of thoſe that preach the Gy- 
fpel of Chriſt, and bring glad tidings of good 


things ? Rom. 10. 15. 


Nor were Perſons only, but Places like- 

wilc, 1n repute upon the ſame Account. 
Fericho ſtands upon record in the Goſpel 
Luke 19. 1. of St. Lake, tor the Place where Zacheus 
the Publican was call'd by our Saviour, and 
Yaſs Of an Har of Perdition, a Child of Wrath, 
was made a Son of Abraham. 


Antioch 
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Antioch, once a Place of Note and Emi- 
nency, tho' now decay'd, yet lives in Apo- 
ſtolical Hiſtory, for the Chriftning of the 
Diſciples, who were call'd C briftian; firſt at i 
Antioch, after the Cuftom of the Greeks, 4: 11. 26| 
who call'd the Sectby the Founder's Name. [if 


Thus I obſerve, that where we firſt rc- it 
ceiy'd Religion and the Faith of the Goſpel, iſ 
i#a ſenſe 1s the Place of our Birth, as well [| 
as that where we firſt drew our Breath. | 

However, I ſhall conſider theſe Words 
inthe largeſt Senſe they are capable of, as 
they | denote the Nation and Province of 
our Natural Birth, as well as that where we 
were born into the Knowledge of, and Ac- 
quaintance with God; and then theſe two 
things they will offer to-our Obſervation. 


Firft, That there is a great difference in 
Places as to the forming Men's Man- 
ners, and a right inſtitution of Life. 

Second, That true worth and Goodneſs 
doth an Honour to a Country, and rc- 
Hects a Reputation to the Place of 
one's Birth. | 

B 2 To 
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To cach of theſe I ſhall ſpeak briefly, and 
then end with ſomething - proper to- the 
Occaſ1on of our Meeting this Day. 


Firft, That there is a-differcnce in places. 
as to.the forming Men's: Manners, -and-'a 
right Inſtitution of Life : Of Zion it ſhall 
be ſaid, this and that Man was born' in 
her, 

\ The whole World is indeed a Divinie® 
Schoal, where the Dominion and Govern-; 
ment of God is "learnt ; The inviſible things 
of God being plainly ſeen by .the things ther 
are made, even: his eternal power and, God- 
head, yet notwithſtanding there are ſome 


Places . and | People more peculiarly inte-/ 


reſted in the. Tuition of the Almighty, 


Zion was illuſtrious aboveall the Regions 


of 7udea, all the Towns and Cities of 
Gallilee, for, the Divine” Oracles, whence 
Men were, taught to Revyerence and Fear 
the God of Iſrael. | 

Rahab and Babylon, Tire and. Mthiopia, 
were enunent in the Records of Time for 
Wealthy. and Populous Countries : But for 
all that, in Jewry was God known, his Name 
was 


A. ad ut dd” ue In 
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ras great in Iſrael, in Salem was his Taber- 
ucle, and his dwelling in Zion. Pal. 76. 1. 2. 

In the great; Towns -and Cities - of the 
Jews, iwere the 'Seats of the Prophets; here 
dwcle Rabbi's and Expolitors of. the Law ; 
here were. crefted the. Schools of Religion 
and: :Jearning .; here were their .Synagogues 
ind Houſes.of. Praycr .; here their Altars and 
Places of Sacrifice. 

| So that,;the Natives, had all the Advan- 
tges of inriching their Minds with Wiſ- 
dom, [to 'make them uſctul in' their Gene- 
rations, and to procure them Favour with 
God 'and-; Man. Q 

Such a mighty Opimon had: the Jews 
conecerv'd of their great Towns and Cirics, 
that they .diſpis'd all inferior Places, in 
Competition with them, for Virtue and 
Wiſdom; they uſually, in diſdain, call'd ſuch 
2s were not of their Stamp, Terre Populum, 
The People of the Earth, or if you will 
take it 1n the Phariſees own Language, 


Jobn 7. 49. This people who khnoweth not the 


Law are curſed. | 

. Philo Fudeus in his. Book concerning 
ſpecial and particular Laws, tells us _ 
the 
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the Hebrews gave the Citics of the Pricſts, 


who profeſt the Law, preference to all 6- - 
thers; yea, moreover, that the Towns of © 
Sacrifice were held to be more Religious f 4 
than any beſides. 


And it's cafie enough to conceive, that W þ/ 
Religion and Goodneſs ſhould thrive mot bl 
in thoſe Places, where they have the Ad. 
vantage to be recommended daily by Pre- 
cept and Example, Cuſtom and: general | 


Approbation. F, 

Where ſhall we ſeek Wiſdom ? Where © 
ſhall we find Underſtanding , but in the © 
Schools of the Prophets 2 Where: ſhall we + 


find Deyotion, it not in Synagogues and Yi 
Houſes of Prayer * Where ſhall we meet 
-the Divine Preſence, but between the Che- 
rubins, the Place where his Honour dwells ? 
Thus in the Judgment of the Jews, Places 
of Religion and beneficial Converſe, have 
a mighty- Power in forming Mens Manners, 
and governing the Actions of ther Lives ; 
yea,, we find that they were ſo preju- 
dic'd againſt thoſe little Towns and Vil- 
lages where were. no Synagogues, and Pla- 
ccs for Sacrifice, that they would not ad- 
7 nut 
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mit any / good Thing ; could be done in them, 
ar any :Mam:come from them. 

And. this; was) one Reaſon (rhough not 
to be-quftifict ) our Bleſſed Saviour » himſelf 
foutid;f: little/ Favour from his 'Councry- 
Men, becauſe-of 'the Obſcurity- and Igno- 
blenels;of : the Placer of his Birth.”  _ - 

Hence came thoſe reproachful RefleCtiots 


of  theP 


Chriſt come "out "of Galilee ? | Look: and, ſee'; m; 


For. fr al vary ariſeth no Prophet, -- 
A-Country-:ſo poor and 'deſpis'd,-never 

yer ent a Man forth Ee with the Spire 
of Propheey,, | and inow. they belicys'it ne- 
ver wo 

:Nay,, honeſt - Nethazeet; iwhb fos This 
Plainaths and: Simplicity, was ſo belov'd-of 
our” Savior; :that he gave him the'Chara- 


Rer: of. an. Ifraelite . indeed. and ORs Fobs 1. 47. | 
bo 


gutle ; . was not 10; pre 

2gainiſt the City of our Bleſſed Lord';' that 
when Philip: invited him ta fee: the Meſſiah, 
Jeſus of Nazareth the Son of Joſeph, he 


torthwith makes this "Reply, Can there -any Job I. 45. 


good. thirig come oat of Nazareth? © ' 
For to come from Nazareth was a hve. 


(B) bial 


hariſees and their Admirers.” Shall Fobw7.416 | | 


1 


| 


_ 
————. 
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bial Kind of Saying for 'a\ Man;that: was 
uſcleſs, .and good for nothing : eſpecially 7 
amongſt the Men of that Generationz'who b 
| ador'd only the Pomp | and Splendgur'! of 
Riches, allowing few- for  Wafei and: 'Pru- y 
| dent befides, the. rich and proſperous ;'nor I] ti 


any for Good, but. ſuch as were: very. Great ll © 
in the World. | 4 f 
| Me.23. 2 \\,, They who- fate .in Moſes's Chair were re- 
foly'd to. keep their Scat ; whercfore to ſe- 
cure Reyerenge to: themſelves, they i ſcat- 
ter'd- amongſt the People ſuch : Sayings: as 


That the Spirit of Wiſdom refts'not up- 
on the Heads of Poor Men. © 117 4 
»\!That the Rich and. Mighty upon Earth 
arci.the' Favourites of Heaven; fo- that ac- 
cording.to their Scheme, if a Man be ſhat- 
icr'd in his Fortunes, or however brought 
_ . into Poverty and Contempt; ;no+more adoe 
?/e.71.:1. but write upon his Doors, Forſaken of God, 
take bim and perſecute bim, for there is none 
to deliver him. | 
.. Theſe were the Men who ſtumbled at the 
Humility of the Mcffliah when he - came 
amongſt 'em.; for they ſaid,as it was hy 5 
| fac 


a 
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fied.'of them, "He hath no form mor: comeli- 1[a.53. > 3 


neſs; and when: we' (Jhall: ſee him there is 'no 
beauty that we ſbould defire him. 


The Place of his Birth and Parentage 


were::ſa&h' ftumbling- Blocks in their way, :: 


that they ſcorn'd to receive Rules of Life, 
or be taught';Civility and good Manners 
from the Garpenter's Son. 


To their great: Sanhedrim, which confiſted- 


of Rulcrs, Judges, Pricſts, and Chicf of the 
People; they fix'd-the Shecinah, the Divine 


Fingers yea the Spirit of Judgment they 
opriated/ to: themſelves, that if any. 


wh ſeek for Inftruction , 1t muſt be mn 
. ther Courts and Confiſtorics, and not a- 
mongſt poor + Pleberans 1 che Sca-Port- 
Towns of Galilee. - 

This that I have ſaid, form that che Ins 
ſtances 'of -Piery and: Wiſdom were; rare 
andi unfrequent in the mean'/and contempti= 
ble:Parts' of Galilee; but doth on no hand 
juſtifhe rhe Infidelity of the Jewiſh Nation 
n rejecting the Mcſliah;:: that. Mighty, Pro- 
phet; who: was:born there; nor ſhould a- 
ny Man of _eruc Worth and Greatnels, be 
dſp in the World, purcly -tor, the 'Ob- 

ſcurity 
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Fo'this the Pſalmi 


-  ſcuriry of-his ; Houſe and\ Family; and Place 
of his Birth. " \And\chis brings» mc ro the 


ſecond thing I propoſcto-treat of; Sonnet 


IL That! Religion and Virtgc doth bids 


0's Country, and refle&ts* 4'Repurcarion/ 


ro'the' Place of a Man's Birth': :7be Lord 


ſhall rehearſe it when he prites/ up Wo; Pot 
ple, that this man was born'in ther? 4:5! © 
It Was: common. to the: Jews;! to "infolb 


the Names and Doings-of their Worthies, 

k'-Courr: of : Record;:that' 
live to Poſtcrity, and char Go-' 
Ccalt-them bleſſed; 
_ when —— |; 


The. people. 
And not unlike to oe W Uſage bh 


1h! "tome 
they th 


nerations to Platmif 


The Led tl wn _ 


Prautive Times of Chriſtianiry, who inkificd 
into the Dyprtichs of the Charch, the: Mar 


yrs and Confeflors'of' the Faith y and:then 


at the-celebration of the* Euchanſt retired 


their Virrues,rith their Names and Countries. 


I acknowlcdgeino' Place/of ft felf-is raps 
ble of 'Reſpe&t -and//Honour,. further than 
it's related to ſuch Men, whoſc Merits and 


glorious Atcheivementshave' given it _ 
or 


] 
c 
L 
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For what Reputation can a City or Coun- 
try have more, than that it hath been the 
Birth-Place of ſome of the Worthies of the 
World, or thoſe: of whom the World was 
not worthy ? 

All the Reputation of a City or Pro- 
VIncCe, 15, - that it hath a Place in Hiſtory, 
that at hves in - the Archieves and Regiſtry 
of time, that it ſhall be talk'd of with Love 
and Delight, and mention'd with Eſteem to 
the World's End ; and this 1s the Credit 
good: Men--do to. their Country, and the 
Place of their Birth ; and upon the Score 
of Vertue, there's a Reſpect due to them 
| both, if-we ſhall appeal, 

Firſt, To the general Senſe of Mankind ; 
Or, | 
. Secondly, Confider the Natural tenden- 
cy of Vertue it ſclf. 


Firſt. It hath been the general Opinion 
of Mankind, Jews, Pagans, Turks and Chri- 
ftians; and their Practice confirms it, that 
there's an Honour due to ſuch who have 
been the Authors of any public Good to 
the World ; their Memories they have cele- 

C brated 
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brated wich Praiſe, and regiſtred the Land 
ob their Nativity. | 
The. antient Jems eycr preferv'd 'a great 
Eſtcem of the: Towns and Countrics,' Hou: 
ſes and Dwcllings of their Patriatchs and 
Prophets ; Chaldea. was, celebratcd- for: /the 
Clancy of Abraham and; Zoar (the a little 
© one) for the City of. Lo#'s deliverance. - 
Whenever they recited the Deeds of 
their Anceſtors, *twas commontly- after this 
Manner, Let his Name be. blefſed,” and his 
Memory abide to the Life of theWorld'to come : 
From: the Jews it's. probable was: this de- 
riv'd to the Gentiles, who- inſtituted: Feaſts 
to the Honour of their Gods, and; held the 
Places in Reycrcnce that gave them Life. 
Whenever they talk of their Founders 
of Citics, their Reſtores of Libcrties, their 
Generals and Leaders WV Arnues, their: 1n- 
ſpir” d Poets and Oratours, they arc ſure to 
mention the Nation and Country whence 
they .came , as if they lov'd. the 'very 
Ground they trod, and fanſied a peculiar 
Generouſneſs in that Air where thoſe He- 
rocs breath'd. | 
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Secondly, If we conſider the Natural Ten 


dency of Vertue, it 1s to cternize the Names 
and Countries of Men. 
The righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting 


remembrance, and the glory of his houſe ſhall 


—_— Fo 

'Itdecd Men thay ſet up their Names by 
Villinous Actions ; .chcy may be talk'd of 
when "they tre dead, for Fools and Khaves, 
Tyrant, *Opprefſors, Mutdercts. and De- 
firoyers” df Mankind, and of ſuch it's faid 
oftifites 'in' Contempr, Loe, there was his 
Dwelling, the Poſlcfſion of Fraud and Vio- 
lence ;-£06c, there his Folly and the Place of 
his 'Bieth ; but to 'be buried in cycrlaſting 
Obſcurty, -is better by far ;- yea, what our 
Saviour faid to Judas may be applicd to 
ſuch, /#-had been better for them if they had 
never? been born. 

Whereas in the Works of Righteouſneſs 
and-Goodneſs, there are the Seeds of Tm: 
mortlity,which though depreſs'd will ſpring 
agairt with a freſh Verdure, arid out hve 
all -the 'Pleafares of Sin, which laſt .but a 
| Moment; in a Word, as Vertue ahd- 
: "HM Righte- 


EE 


4 
fy 


2, 


| 
P/al. 112.4) 
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of the Juſt; and make thenr fragrant to 
Poſterity, ſo will they. preſcrve the ner 
Parts of the Earth from-Oblvion, and Con: 
5-2-1 Ne 
True Worth and Rcligion. will-hallow-a 
Cell, and cnnoble a Cottage ; when: Wick: 
edncſs and Wrong. will. make: che ,Rafeers 
of the moſt ſtately Structurg- crack, forte 
Hab. 2. 11, the very ſtone out of | the wall to ſpeak, and 
I2. the beam out of the timber ;t0 anſwer it -: Woe 
- to him that builds,. a town. with, hlood;;anid 
- ſtabliſbeth a City, by iniquity... Yea, 'it, wall it 


cauſe to be written upon ts very Portico's 
and Gates, The Hoy. of this, Houſe, is-,de- 
parted, and like Filth and Ordure, will Rick 
upon the Walls, though cicled with Cedar; 
and painted with Vermillion, - So then - as 
long as therc's.:any+.Sence of true. Honour 
afid Greatneſs, any Difference .preſery'd.be: 
twixt Good and Evil ; good Men and the 
Place of their Birth, will -live 1n Credit 
and Reputation ; For of Zion itwill be ſaid, 
as long as the World ſtands, This and that 
man was born in her, and the moſt high ſhall 


eſtabliſh her. 
—_—— The 


Rightcouſneſs, will embalm the Names 
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The Conſideration of what hath been 
ſaid, ſhou'd provoke us to a gratcful Senſe 
of rhe Mercies of God, who hath caſt our - 
Lot in a good Land, 1n a civiliz'd Nation, 
by the planting of the Chriſtian Faith. 

We were not born of Cannibets and Sa- 
ages, as many 1n. the barbarous parts of 
the Earth, but of Chriſtian Patents, who 
dedicated. us to God betimes ; and we have 
been ever ſince inſtructed in the Ways 
of the Lord, and taught the Judgments of 
our;God, | 

Take away Religion, Laws, Inſtitution 
of Behaviour, what a diſmal Proſpect wou'd 
be the and of our Nativity ? In a very 
little time, it 1s to be fear'd, we ſhou'd 
return to our primitive Barbarity ; be as 
Rude in -our Manners, as Idolatrous. and 
Apiſh in our Worfhip, as our-Saxon Proge:. 
nitors were before us. 

But blefs'd be God, we have had both 
Place and Converſation to form our Man- 
ners aright, and conduct our Lives: Now 
if the Jews gloried in their great Towns 
and Cities, becauſe they had >Nagogues 

. an 
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and Places of Sacrifice there, we have.this 


ground of boaſting all the Nation over : 
Every Parih amongſt us in this Senſe, may 


"7:21.16. be call'd a * Berhſbemefh, the City of a Prieſt ; 


- and every Country Village hath its Syna- 
gogue, the Houſe of Prayer and Sacrifice ; 
fo that if we wou'd attend the Offices of 
Devorion with a Zeal anſwerable ' ro the 
wiſe Provifion the Church hath made -for 
us, our Prayers might come before God 
carly in the Morning when we look .up ; 
and the lifting up of oar Hands wou'd be 
as ſurely accepted as the Evening Sacrifice : 
if we arc not wanting to our ſelves, we 
may know ſomething of Religion, and be 
every one taught of God from the Teaſt 
to *the greateſt : But if we will not take 
the Advantages God . affords us for the 
hproving and bettering our ſclyes, . we 
. cat reafonably judge no otherwiſe, bur 
that as. our Sins are aggravated, ſo our 
Stripes will be increas'd and multiply'd , 
For he that knew his maſter's will and did it 
mot , ſhall be "beaten with many ſtripes ; 
and to * him that knows .to do Good ( or 
may know if he pleafcs) and doth it 

not, 
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not, -to him 1t 18 S1n ; 1t 15 St with a Wit- 
neſs. 


However, as a Teſtimony of our Gra- 
tude ro God for the Honour of our Birth, 
and the Advantage of Education, Ict me: re- 
commend. but theſe :wo things. 


Firſt, To keep a warm, lively Sence.of 1. 


God and Religion upon .your Minds, ac- 
knowledging' him in all your Ways, fo 
ball he direct your Paths. 

To live without God in the World is 
our degeneracy 1 the gheſt Mecature and 
Proportion: 


To alienate our ſelves from him þy wick- * 
& Works, is the worfkt fort of Sacrilege _ 


ve 'can commut ; for our reaſonable Souls 
axc God's Peculiar, made for hifn, and fit- 
ted to attend upon him; fix therefore up- 
'0n that as the greatcft Credit ro any Na- 
tion or- Country that leads us to God, and 
makes us moſt acceptable to him. 


In the laſt Place, as a farther Teſtimony 
of our Graritae, let's be ready and Pre- 


par'd 


IL 
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' your ſelves, ſo to 


— 


TT On er rr ee 


par'd to eyery-good Thing, provoking one 
another to Love and good Works. 

For in Truth, 1f 1t were not upon the 
Account of Friendſhip and Charity , this 
Day's Meeting were an-unlawful Afembly, 
little better than a Rout or a Riot, in the 
common Senſe and  Conſtru&tion 'of the 
Law ; but Piety and Charity will ſanCtific 
an Afſembly, and make your Mecting- to- 
gether for the better, and not for the 
worle. 44 IS: | 

That therefore. I wou'd leave with you 
(my Friends 'and Country-Men ) 1s, as to 
promote wg apa 8 and : Kindneſs among 

ct your poor' Country- 
Men taſte the Effects of+ your Liberality 
and Bounty towards them. 
- Ye of this Society and County, with- 
out Oftentation be it ſaid, have- made the 


beſt improvement of theſe Feaſts of Chari- 


ty of any other in the Nation beſides. 

_ How many poor Children have- been 
fetch'd: from the Towns and Villages wherc 
ye were born, and put to honeſt Callings 
in-this City ; ſo that..from being relicy'd 
themſelves, .1in; a little time have hes 
$> made 
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made capable of relieving and comforting 
others. 

- This 1s an exccllent ſort of Charity, and 
the good Effects of 1t are conſpicuous in 
every Age. 

How many began 1n- this great City in 

a5 mean Circumſtances as thoſe who wear 
the' Liveries and Badges of your Charity 
this Day ? 
- And who knows bur choſe poor Children 
may have ſuch Seeds of Vertue in their Na- 
tures, that 1n a little time they may exchange 
their Places for yours, and be as: uſeful mn 
the times to come as you havye been 1n the 
Generatiorfs before them. 

For this Is no Reflexion upon any 
Man ;- nay it's ſo far from i, that it 1s 
much to a Man's Credit, when his Parts 
' Find Prudence with the bleſſing of God, 
apy his Patcrnal Inheritance hach. made 
Wc 

Abundant Examples there are of ſuch 
vho froma ſmall Figure once, have arriv'd 
is the chicf. Magiſtracy of this City ; and 
of others who trom Schools and Hoſpi- 
_ of Religion and Learning , have in 

D time , 
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time- arriv'd to: be: uſeful and .confiderablc 
Men in Church and State. 

It is inglorious only to - grow | Great by 
Frauds and Perjuries, Extortion or Opprel 
fion,- or to thrive by any Sin : .But 1t- 1s nc 
way mfamous from Low Beginnings tc 
rake one's Riſe, while Sobriety and Hone 
ity, Diligence and Induſtry, are the Meas 
to Advancement. 
| The Heathens , who made Hohour | 
Goddeſs, however they did in that, ye 
.did wiſely in 'this., that they mad 
'Vertue' the | Step © her: Altars , anc 
wou'd allow none for Men of Honour 
who had not firſt bcen the _ of Wi. 
dom 

We may indecd: be thought tO: MOVe 
counter. to the Cuſtom of the World, 1 
we take theſe Steps : Burt affure. yout 
ſelyes, that they who take others, will fine 
in the End that they made morc haſte th: 
good ſpecd. 

Let 54 World judge Things as the 
pleaſe, yer upon this you may depend, tha! 
nothing but Religion and Picty, Juſtice and 


Charity will reflect a Reputation upon yo 
anc 
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and your Country :-For never any, I believe, 
whether Philoſophers or Heralds, who have 
treated, 2} wwezs, of Dignity of Birth, or 
Titles of Honour, but made Virtue a 
conſtitutive Part of true Greatneſs and 
Gentility. 


The Children of God were Zion's Crown 
and Glory : This was her. boaſting, that the 
Servants of God were born 1n her. 


In the, Goſpe), Bethſaida of Galilee is 
fam'd for: little elſe but the Birth-Place of 
Peter, Andrew, and Philip, the Diſciples of 
the Lord. 


How many Towns and Villages in Africk, 
and other Parts of the Earth, of whom 
there's nothing remains, but that they were 
the Scats and Habiations of ſome Ancient 
Biſhops, Martyrs, and Conteflors of the 
Chriſtian Faith. 
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. Nor have the Pagans been: backward to/ 
pay all Reſpect to the Birch-Flace of their 
Worthucs. - 


ww... hn) bums cs 4% 


Seven Towns, we are told, conteſted the- 
Honour of Homer s Birth. 


And when Alexander came againſt Thebes, - 
ſack'd the City, and fold the Citizens to the: 
Number of Thirty Thouſand , yet- he re- ll 
memberd/ poor Pindar's Houſe, and Off- N 
- Spring, ahd excepted them the Common C 

=” vi. Calamity, our of Reſpect ro his Name and 
—_ Memory. 


fc 
Tally in his Book againſt Verres, tells us, ) 
char' when he; with his wicked Complices, P 
lay'd ther Sacrilegious Hands upon' the P 
Gods, and the Sacred Things of the Tem» e: 
ple” at Delphos ; the Inhabiranrs were much 

inraged for the Sake of: the Religion, and 

Antiquity of the Place, and - adds beſides, }' L 
- that the Perſians, wherr they over-ran Greece, tl 
and threatned Deſtruction to the: Gods and | 0) 
their 
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their 'Worſhippers,'yet in the midſt of their 
Millitary Rage and Sanguine Zeal; ſpar'd 
Delos, becauſe *rwas the Birth-Place of Apol- 
hb, the God of Wiſdom and Eloquence. 


Nay, '0n-the''contrary/, we read how 
Infamous ſome Places have been, for the 
Sins of the Natives there. | 

Tire and Sidon, Sodom and Gomorra are 
tigmatiz'd in Sacred Hiſtory for Glutro- 
ny, and fulncſs of Bread, for their great 
Comempr- of God-and Religion, 


Crete is branded for Lying and Deceit, - 


for Inhumanity and Cruelty, Titus 1. 12. 
St. Paul quotes it out of one of their own 


Prophcts (ſo they are call'd who had the 


Poctic Fury) The Cretians are always lyars, 
evil beaſts, ſlow-bellies. 


To conclude therefore, if we have any 
Love of God, any Reſpect to our Na- 


tive_Country, any Value for the Memory , 


of our Friends , Ler's reſolye to deyote our 
{c]vcs 
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 ſelyes to the Serntice of - God, and ror 
| oufe: in rink L 5 "981H 


And: now: Gnce; WE. Arc xeturning) to the 
Amicable *Enjoyment one of another, i 
the Houſe of Feaſting, let theregbe-no Sficts 
in your Feaſts of Love, let Charity, be: the 
chief Steward, and Sobricty the Ornament 
of your Gueſts : Then that Saying of the 
Preacher - may take- Place, Eccleſiaſtes 9.7, 
8. bet  rhy garments be always white, an let 
thy head lack no omiment. 

Go thy way, \eat thy. bread with Fa and 


drink thy wine with a merry heart, for God 
accepts thy work. | 


